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THEATRE ROYAL, GRAVESEND. 


Mr Wm. A. SraNLEY has just concluded a 
series of highly successful performances at this 
theatre. A really strong company had been 
gathered together, and their united efforts have 
given great satisfaction. The repertoire con- 
sisted of “ Macbeth,” ‘“‘Romeo and Juliet,” 
“ Merchant of Venice,” ‘“ The Wife’s Secret,” 
“The Honeymoon,” “ Aurora Floyd,” “Fish 
out of Water,” and * A Day after the Fair.” 
In the characters of Macbeth, Romeo, and Duke 
Arapza, Mr Wa.A, Stanley had already acquired 
a well-deserved reputation, and he never acted 
with more power or greater, effect than on. this 
occasion. As Shylock, a part which we believe 
had hitherto not been sustained by Mr Stanley, 
he was also very successful, the different traits 
in the Jew’s character being all clearly defined 
and worked out’ with gteat power and artistic 
skill; the traditional snapping and | snarling 
being wisely discarded, and this new character 
will still further advance his reputation as a 
delineator of Shakspeare’s heroes. In ‘ The 
Wife’s Secret” Mr Stanley doubled Lord Arden 
and Baroques, and he also played James Con- 
yers in “ Aurora Floyd,’ thus lending invalu- 
able aid to the ensemble. Mr Walter Franklin’s 
Macduff and Gratiano were excellent, his 
Macduff especially created a marked sensation. 
Mr Wharton’s {well-trained  elocutionary 
powers were admirably suited to Bassanio, and 
as Captain Rolando his acting was also 
thoroughly talented and satisfactory.. Mr L. 
Dobell’s Malcolmjwas well studied and carefully 
carried out, nor was his Tybalt less effective. 
Mr Fairfield did good service; his 1st Witch in 
‘“‘ Macbeth ” standing out prominently as a 
remarkably powerful and vivid personation ; nor 
must we omit to mention Mr W, Nicholls’ 
effective Friar Lawrence and Antonio. Mr P. 
Mac%Ernest delivered the speeches allotted to 
Rosse admirably. Mr Harvey carefully sustain- 
ed Duncan, Capulet, and Solavio. Mr C, A. 
White’s Softy in “ Aurora Floyd” was a very 
clever and powerful piece of acting, well deser- 
ving a longer notice than we have time or space 





to bestow on it. Mr Chas. Egerton, as John 
Mellish, entered thoroughly into his part and 
played it admirably. Mr John Knight as 
Lauucelot Gobbo also acted very creditably, 
The mivor characters were for the greater part 
well sustained, Last though not least amongst 
the gentlemen who appeared we find Mr J, H. 
Hamilton, who played Jabez Sneed, and very 
cleverly pourtrayed the Puritan’s unamiable 
characteristics, aud Mr Sanford, who succeeded 
very well as the lively Mercutio, and in the 
more arduous character of Sir Walter Amyott, 
his acting was deserving of great praise. In 
speaking of the ladies we have also a pleasant 
task to perform. Miss Gainsborough appeared 
as Portia, Juliet, Juliana, and Lady Amyott, 
and in each of these important characters her 
acting was exceedingly good, and although a 
little nervousness was apparent on the very 
cold night on which the “ Merchant of Venice” 
was performed, such was entirely overcome on 
the following evenings. Her Juliet especially 
was charmingly rendered ; not the least quali- 
fication for the part which she possesses is 
that she looks the Italian maiden to the life. 
With further experience and study a_ bright 
fortune’ is open to this very talented lady. 
Miss Alice Della also looked very handsome 
as Zamora and Jessica, and played these parts 
with great spirit; the touching lines given to 
Zamora being very charmingly delivered, Miss 
Breezie Langton’s Aurora Floyd was well 
studied and carefully acted, and promised well 
for her future career; as Volante, too, this 
lady appeared very successfully. Mrs Malcolm’s 
Nurse is well known to be a gem, and not 
excelled by any actress on the stage. Miss 
Whitmore very effectively played Mrs Powell, 
and Mesdames Belmont, Eveleigh, and Temple 
also appeared to advantage. ‘The part of Lady 
Macbeth was played by Miss Jeannie Maurice, 
the talented directress of the theatre. We 
must not omit to mention the great taste dis- 
played by the ladies in their dresses ; these 
not only being costly, but most elegaut and well 
devised. We understand Mesdames Gains- 
borough, Della, Langton, and Whitmore, are 
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pupils of Mr Wm. A. Stanley, now making their 
debuts on the stage, and we have much pleasure 
in stating that by their acting on this occasion, 
they reflect the greatest possible credit on 
themselves and their instructor. 


———_a—_— 


CABINET THEATRE. 
THE VAUGHAN DRAMATIC CLUB. 

THE Vaughan Dramatic Club is amongst 
those who stand high in favour with an intelli- 
gent audience, as regards their acting, and can 
hardly be termed amateurs. On Tuesday, Dec. 
14th, the members gave a performance that 
would have done credit to a company of pro- 
fessionals, 

The performance commenced with an amusing 
farce,“Brother Billand Me,” which was acted by 
Messrs Lawrence, Wilson, Shelton, Tindell, and 
the Misses Lancaster, Howard, and Dudley. 
To single out anyone in particular, either lady 
or gentleman, would be invidious, for they were 
all equally good and well up in the dialogue, 
and acted up to each other admirably. The 
audience was kept in a scream of laughter for 
upwards of an hour, and when the curtain was 
lowered at the conclusion the most enthusiastic 
applause followed. 

The next piece on the programme was 
‘“‘Meg’s Diversion.” Here, again, we can award 
great praise to all who took a part in it. The 
old Farmer Jeremy Crow was well supported by 
Mr W. Lawrence, who was made up for the 
character, and whose dialect was very appro- 
priate as the Devonshire farmer; he was at 
times both humorous and pathetic, and had 
formed a proper estimate of what the character 
was intended to be. Mr H, Parker, as Jasper 
Pidgeon, played the character most naturally ; 
his love-making to Meg had a reality about it, 
that which we think we may hear more of than 
merely on the stage. He supported the charac- 
ter in all its bearings admirably. Mr H. Ireland 
supported the character of Roland in an easy 
gentlemanly manner, and put us in mind very 
forcibly of Leigh Murray many years back in 
such a part; he is an excellent light comedian. 
Mr G, Wilson, as Eytem the Lawyer, has had 
some practice in that profession, for he looked 
and acted it to a T. Mr R. Parker made a 
goodly Ashley Merton, or as Jaspar would say 
Ashed Mutton; and now for the ladies, who 
were equally good. Miss E. Lancaster was a 
real Meg, there was all the archness and mis- 
chievousness both in her locks and acting, 
notwithstanding she can depict pathetic fecling 
naturally and with great force and power, and it 
puzzles us to make up our minds which to pre- 
fer her in most. Miss Howard as Cornelia was 
very intelligent and also interesting, and filled 
the part with great credit, and Miss L. Dudley 
never fails to play but with earnestness in any 
part she undertakes. 

The whole concluded with the farce of “ Ici 
on Parle Frangais.” The theatre was well 
attended, and there was not more time taken 
between the acts than was required, which was 
a great credit to the management, and a boon to 
the audience. 


THE VICTORIA AMATEUR DRAMATIC CLUB. 
Tue fourth annual entertainment of this club 








took place on Thursday last, when the perform- 
ance commenced with the amusing farce, in one 
act, entitled ‘The Steeple Chase.” The 
characters of Tittimus and Doctor Clipper were 
played by Mr L. J. Walker and Mr H. Walker, 
who acted up to each other in a most spirited 
and humorous style, and although there was 
several hitches during the acting of the farce, 
and the absence of a young lady who was se- 
riously ill, the former two gentlemen exerted 
themselves admirably, being so well up in the 
dialogue that the interest was kept up with the 
most amusing effect to the fall of the curtain, 
and loudly applauded at the conclusion. 

The next piece was the favourite drama of 
“ Charles the XII.” This is always a favourite, 
both with the amateurs and the audience, and 
upon this occasion, as a whole, was creditably 
acted. Mr Owenas Charles XII., iu stature, 
did not look the character, and there was a 
want of dignity and boldness of manner which 
this artist failed to exhibit. He was well up in 
the text, and at times made a favourable im- 
pression upon his hearers. The best part of 
his acting was in Brock’s Cottage, where he 
comes to return the borrowed money. If he 
had to play the part again we feel he would 
amend these defects. The Adam Brock of Mr 
L. J. Walker had merit ; hisidea of the charac- 
ter was well studied, and he pourtrayed the 
hearty laughing, and good-natured farmer with 
a bluntness and humour, in a manner worthy 
of the applause he obtained. The character of 
Muddlework was rendered very humorous and 
amusing by Mr Cook, who had a capital idea of 
the haughty consequencial meddling Burgo- 
master. He appears to be well educated, and it 
was pleasing to hear him pronounce many 
difficult words so correctly. Hehas a youthful 
appearance, and promises well for the future. 
Mr Ainsworth did all that was required for the 
part of Col. Reichel, and Mr Pettelit was 
respectable in the part of De Mervelt, Major 
Vanburgh was supported by Mr Monterferatt 
rather tamely ; perhaps this was the gentleman 
who we understood to be very unwell. The 
character of Uirica was undertook by Miss Alice 
Brown, who looked interesting ; and Miss Long: 
man was the Udiga, who did all the character 
required, but omitted the song “ Rise, Gentle 
Moon.” The drama was well acted, and the 
audience, which was respectable, testified their 
approbation by calling all the characters before 
the curtain, 

The whole concluded with the comedietta of 
“‘ Heads or Tails.” On leaving the theatre we 
observed several private carriages, 

Wickens, of Russell-street, Covent Garden, 
wigged them on the occasion, and Harrison, of 
the costumier. 

———— 
NEW THEATRES, 

THE Colosseum is to be turned into a gigantic 
opera-house, A theatre for the Belgravian 
district is being constructed in Sloane-square. 
A uew opera-house is to be built, for which an 
enthusiastic nobleman is prepared to put down 
£150,000. Mr Gunning will erect a theatre in 


Leicester-square, on the site of Saville House, 
and Miss Oliver, of the Royalty, is making 
rapid progress with her theatre in the Strand. 
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BLENHEIM HALL. 

Tue members of the Prince of Wales’s Dramatic 
club can ascribe to the performers in the “Porter’s 
Knot” but a very small portion of the success 
which attended their entertainment, for the first 
act of Mr Oxenford’s interestiag little drama 
passed off most tamely, and the second was only 
good by comparison. The farce of “Cool as a 
Cucumber” succeeded. 

Mr H. J. Byrou’s comedy of “A Hundred 
Thousand Pounds” satisfactorily concluded the 
programme. Great praise must be bestowed upon 
Mr F. C. Montague as Gerald, and Mr G: Leslie 
as Blackshaw, Mr Dickensgn also was amusing 
as Fluker, and Mr Hawksley effective as Penny- 
thorne ; while Mr H. Morton gave a well studied 
rendering of Joe Barlow. Mr A. G. Williams 
was an indifferent Pyefinch. Mrs Leslie as Alice 
Barlow exhibited considerable emotional power in 
some parts ; and Miss Mills did what little she 
had to do very nicely. In fact this piece was 
throughout performed amidst great applause. 

_—ae 
MECHANIC'S INSTITUTION, SOUTHAMP- 
TON BUILDINGS. 

On Friday, the 17th instant, a drawing- 
room entertainment took place in the Theatre 
of the above Institution for the benefit of Mr 
H. A. Major. 

The performance consisted in the first 
place of a romantic, realistic, demonistic, 
farcial melodrama, entitled the “ Mysterious 
Waiter,” written by the beneficiare, and pre- 
sented, for the first time, on this oceasion. It 
is unnecessary to criticise too closely a piece, 
whose title implies that it contains peculiar and 
incongruous incidents, suffice it to say that a 
young gentleman, named Miles, a reader and 
a would-be writer of cheap romance, is con- 
stantly quarrelling with Selina Johnson, a 
very practical young lady, to whom he is 
engaged, and who objects to the ultra-roman- 
tic character of his thoughts and feelings, and 
thatinadreamhe becomes involved in mysterious 
events, which lead him eventually into crime, 
that, upon waking, he is cured of his folly, and 
gives his hand to the practical young lady 
aforesaid. Mr Major played the part of 
Miles in an energetic and amusing manner. 
Miss Francis as Selina Johnson played an 
arduous part effectively, and the rapid change 
from a modern young lady to an Italian peasant 
girl (very picturesquely attired) was exceed- 
ingly clever. Mr E. Barnes, in the triple 
characters of the Mysterious Waiter, a Brigand 
chief, and a Demon, played with great melo- 
dramatic force, reminding us greatly of the 
late O. Smith. 

A scene from the ** Waterman” followed, 
with Mr F. A. Chart as Tom Tug, who sang 
the songs very nicely. Miss Nugent made a 
pretty and interesting Wilhelmina. The enter- 
tainment concluded with another farce, from 
the pen of Mr Major, entitled the ‘ Irish 





Cockney,” in which Messrs. Major, H. Cleve- 
land, F, A. Chart, {J. Pearson, and Miss 
Nugent exerted themselves with admirable 


| effect. 


Several songs were sung by various gentle- 
men during the evening, and the whole affair 
may be pronounced as having been eminently 
successful. The house was well attended. 





THEATRE ROYAL, EDINBURGH. 

Miss Hexen Favcir bade farewell to the 
Edinburgh stage on the evening of Friday, the 
10th inst., in the character of Rosalind in “ As 
you Like it.” The concluding words of the 
Epilogue, which it was her province to speak, 
being appropriate to the occasion. She re- 
tired, in tears, amid the enthusiastic applause 
of a large audience, and the waving of hats 
and handkerchiefs, It will be many a day, if 
ever, ere we look on such an accomplished 
actress. Last week Mr Sothern filled the 
theatre with the attractions of his ‘ Lord 
Dundreary,” “ David Garrick,” and Colonel 
Jobn White in Robertson’s play of ‘* Home,” 
which in itself was not regarded with much 
favour. He was admirably supported by Miss 
Ada Cavendish, Miss Marie Rhodes, and Miss 
O’Berne. Last night was produced the panto- 
mime of “ Ali Baba;” the major portion of 
which has been extracted from Gilbert A’ 
Beckett’s piece played at Covent Garden two 
years ago, and intermixed with couplets from 
the several burlesques extant on the same 
subject. We shall say more of it next week. 

Fra DIAVOLO. 
———— —————— 

Marriace.—On the 18th inst,, at Trinity 
Church, Clondesley-square, Islington, by the Rev, 
Francis Glen Allen and Louisa Elizabeth, eldest 
daughter of John T. Heale, of 3, Corporation-row, 
Clerkenwell. 

The Drury Lane company appear in ‘‘Formosa”’ 
on Monday at the Liverpool Amphitheatre. 
The scenic éffects are new, and on the Drury 
Lane scale. 

Edwin Booth bas closed a great engagement in 
Bostou. For 9 performances 19,000 dols. were 
taken. 

Mr J. P. Crocker.—This clever and popular 
comedian, and one of the proprietors of the origi- 
nal Christy Minstrels, of St. James’s Hall, died 
on Friday afternoon at the early age of 35. Mr 
Crocker has been suffering for nearly two years 
from consumption. Although unable to take any 
active part in the performances of the stage for 
nearly a year past. Yet he assisted in the busi- 
ness department up to Wednesday. Up to the 
evening prior to his death his general humour and 
innate love of fun never once forsook him, and he 
passed away in a calm and gentle sleep, quite free 
from pain. The late Mr Crocker was universally 
beloved by everyone who enjoyed the pleasure of 
his friendship. The Christy’s Hall was closed on 
Friday night in consequence of this melancholy 
event. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


Norice to Szcrerarres or Amateur Dramatic 
Crurs.—The members of the various clubs who 
wish to§be registered for the year will please to 
forward the name of the club and place of meeting 
with secretary’s name, and 2s. 6d. in postage 
stamps. 

Vernrit.—We have been expecting to hear from you. 

T. Tacr.—“ Better late than never’’ is a common 
saying ; we do not remember seeing it in Shaks- 
peare. ‘So, you are come at last’’ is frequently 
used, which has nearly the same meaning. 

Enqurrer.—We will answer in our next. 

Ay Op PLaycorr.—The comparison of the two 
Royal individuals does not accord, as far as 
generosity goes. 

Mr Tuomas.—We will attend to your request for the 
future. 

E. Sowrner.—We cannot go four miles and give a 
notice this weather without our cab hire. 
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JUSTICE TO SCENE PAINTERS. 
Unsvsr slurs have have been cast of late by 
certain dramatic critics on a useful and ta- 
lented body of gentlemen, whose services the 
public are now recognising and estimating at 
their real worth. Something very near akin 
to personal insult has been indulged in by 
these hirelings of the press, who, in their 
pretended horror at the destruction of all 


dramatic illusion, have cavilled with the public, 
who, in their delight at viewing some charming 
specimen of scenic display, have insisted on 
the appearance of the successful artist, who, 
in deference toits wishes, has modestly bowed 
his acknowledgment at the proscenium wing. 








This is termed by them, ‘the impertinent 
intrusion of a scene-shifter.”’ Had this remark 
been uttered only once, I should have treated it 
with the contempt it deserved, but I find that 
at least half a dozen papers have echoed the 
solecism. Eminent men like Grieve, Telbin, 
Calcott, Beverley, Hawes, Craven, Lloyd, and 
others need no champion, but still I wish to 
remind Messiewrs les ecrivains that these gen- 
tlemen are not scene-shifters, but artists. A 
scene-shifter isa carpenter, a machinist, if you 
will ; a very worthy and useful member of the 
stagic con-fraternity, without whose efficient 
services and constructive ability all scenic illu- 
sion would be lost to us, but he is scarcely an 
artist. He is rather the acolyte acting under 
the supervision and direction of the superior 
priest, the painter. 

Now, unfortunately for art, the perisherable 
materials (tempera) used for covering the 
canvass, added to the unwieldy size of the 
picture, will never find favour with the Hang- 
ing-Committee of the Royal Academy; we 
can therefore never expect to see one of Grieve’s 
‘40 foot cloths’ gracing the walls of that in- 
stitution. They can only be worked by a 
winch in the flies, and must perforce be effaced 
when the exigencies of the stage exact their 
obliteration for the purpose of painting a new 
work ; but it should be borne in mind that 
Stanfield and David Roberts also painted for 
the Academy, and we all know how great they 
were, both as scenic artists and Academy 
painters; I have little doubt that there are 
now many ofthe former who could paint a kit-kat 
in oils, as skillfully as a pair of flats in distem- 
per. Iam acquainted with a rising man, a 
scene-painter, whose father was an eminent 
miniature-painter, and who himself handles the 
finest camel-hair with great ability. 

If the object of these critics be to stamp out 
‘calls ’ altogether, I fear they will not succeed 
in attaining it, either by disparagement or any 
other method, for as long as enthusiasm can 
be kindled, depend on it, the public will insist 
on their favourites (whether actors, authors, 
singers, dancers, scene-painters, acrobats, or 
quadrumana) making their bow in answer to 
their special demands. Ovations increase in 
almost geometric proportion; a few years 
ago, 3 or 4 bouquets were considered a fair 
reward for talent, but now Patti has from 20 
to 30 showered on her, and we read lately ofa 
Russian danseuse being pelted with 180! 
Ods rosebuds and camellias! But this is 
formidable indeed. GamMa. 

THE BEAUFOY CLUB. 

Judging by the exclusive character of the 
audience assembled at the Gallery of Illustra- 
tion, and by its numbers, all the fauteuils and 
stalls being occupied, some substantial benefit 
must have been in store for the Dramatic 
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College on the 18th inst. We trust our sur- 
mise is correct, for not only is the institution 
worthy of support, but the efforts of the Club 
could scarcely have been directed to a better 
purpose. The farce of ‘‘My Wife’s Maid,” 
briskly acted by Mr Oscar Moore, the energetic 
manager, as young Tootles, Mr Wiblis, old 
Tootles, and Mr Temple as Captain Crumcher, 
aided by Mrs Manders, Miss Burnette and 
Miss N. Harris in the female parts, served as 
an amusing lever de rideau to the great attrac- 
tion of the evening, Robertson’s comedy of 
‘* Society.” That this clever company, com- 
posed of a mixed set of amateurs, experienced 
and inexperienced, should have selected this 
difficult modern piece forrepresentation, shows 
that it is actuated by a desire to conform to 
the dramatic feeling of the day—the realism of 
the stage. In this respect they have evinced 
an amount of eclecticism which is deserving the 
thanks of their aristocratic patrons. 

Mr D. Fourdrinier, whose name is familiar 
to us in connexion with volunteer performances, 
enacted Bancroft’s part of Sydney Daryl. 
We will not for a instant, institute comparisons 
between these amateurs and the original 
representatives of the author’s creations at the 
Prince of Wales’s, but this gentleman’s style 
is professional, and he and the Chodd’s, pere 
et fils, were so good, that they, and they alone, 
may stand the test, and suffer little by the 
juxtaposition. Indeed, Mr Oscar Moore, who 
this evening made his second appearance on 
any stage, has so much idea of character, that 
when he has got rid of the restlessness 
inseparable from want of practice, he may 
fairly take his standing as a first-class ama- 
teur in his own line, which we cannot better 
style than that of Chodd, junior. Mr Temple 
as his ‘ govenor’ made a Yorkshireman of the 
vulgar parvenu, and was capitally made up. 
Mr Truman was efficiently drowsy and attenu- 
ated as Lord Ptarmigan, and, as it was his 
debut, it may fairly be set down as a success. 
Mr C. Moore as the genial penny-a-liner, the 
‘tobacco man,’ Tom Styles was a little afflic- 
ted with nervousness, otherwise he did well. 
The minor characters were fairish, in some 
cases good, but McUsquebaugh and O’Sullivan 
might have been natives of Kamschatka, or 
any other country but Erin’s green isle or 
Scotland—there was nothing Milesian or 
Celtic about them. However, we must admit 
that we have seldom seen a piece more care- 
fully rehearsed, and. the situations and busi- 
ness more thoroughly studied by amateurs. 

Want of care and general slovenliness is 
the rule with the unprofessional body—not so 
with the Beaufoy Club. The ladies must 
claim a short notice, but as they are profes- 
sionals our remarks must be brief. It ap- 


peared to us that Miss Marion Lacey in 
depicting the heartlessness of Lady Ptarmigan 


was too anxious to appear as the central figure 
of the group, around whom the others merely 
gravitate ; she gave undue prominence to her 
part, but she spoke with point and good effect. 
Miss Maria Harris was a most interesting 
Maud, and played with exquisite feeling and 
delicacy. The last interview with ‘Johnny’ 
Chodd, when she candidly tells him she can- 
not love him, was done in the most natural 
and charming manner, but why did this lady 
commit her words to memory so imperfectly 
as to require the prompter’s aid in the previous 
scene. A Miss Lizzie Pitt was a very nice 
Little Maud. It only remains for us to make 
mention of the band (Adam’s) which played 
some good selections in excellent style. ‘The 
scenery was appropriate, the only mishap, as if 
to show that an amateur performance can 
never go without some little hitch, was the 
untimely fall of the dial in the “Owl’s Roost,” 
which caused immense amusement to the 
spectators, as the luckless clock fell on its 
face, and thus exposed the unmechanical nature 
of its construction. 
> 


AN ACROSTIC FOR CHRISTMAS TIME, 


H ERg, once again, in bright aud spangled dress, 
A ttire so changing to the sight, 

R eturns bold Har'equin our eyes to bless ; 

L ightly he dances to us night by night, 

E lastic in each splendid move of grace, 

Q uick, in each posture free ; 

U pright he stands with mask upon his face. 

I n him a dancer rare we see, 

N o better one at Christmas time could be, 


C an you help on the entrance of blithe merry 
Clown 

L aughing and feeling quite glad ? 

O n bis saying “ How are you, to-morrow?” a 
frown 

W ould look unmistakeably bad ; 

N o one could in conscience be sad. 


P oor old boy as he leans ou his stick, 

A nd shaking his old grey beard, 

N ow getting a smack from the clown, now a 
kich 

'T is Pantaloon laughed at and jeered ; 

A nd then comes the Harlequin quietly in, 

L ets his wand fall straight on his back, 

O f course Pantaloon has to bear itand grfo, 

O ur Harlequin’s off in a crack. 

N ot caring to meet the attack. 


C ome and see the fairy creature, 
O n the stage in gauzy white, 
L ike a sylph in form and feature, 
U nto our admiring sight. 
M ay our bearts be filled with pleasure 
B y her grace and charms so fair, 
I n Christmas Pantomime a treasure, 
N ymph with bright and golden hair, 
E ver waving through the air, 
A. L. Wricut, 
——_<————— 


Miss Marriott is expected to arrive in England 
jn the middle of January. 
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POPULAR AOCTORS.—VII. 


ROBERT WILLIAM ELLISTON. 

Our reminiscences of this pleasant and emi- 
nent comedian having unfolded themselves at 
some length in a previous number, a brief 
rechauffe of the most salient points of his career 
must suffice on this occasion. 

Elliston was born in London in 1774, and 
educated at St. Paul’s school: he was destined 
to be a parson, but his taste for the drama, 
first evoked by the plaudits he gained by his 
speeches at school, induced him to take to the 
stage. With that object in view he left school 
and found his way to Bath, the theatre of 
which town was associated for so many years 
with hisname. In 1791 he debuted there as 
Tressel, but not being able to get an engage- 
ment he wrote to his uncle, master of Sid. Sus. 
Col. Cambs, supplicating his aid. He returned 
to his family, but again fled to Bath, and 
appeared as Romeo in 93. In’96he carried 
off from Bath Miss Rundell, a professor of 
dancing, and in June came out at the Hay- 
market; C.G. and D.L. received him as their 
own, but more frequently ‘the little theatre’ 
where, in 1803 he became Colman’s leading 
man and manager. After the destruction of 
old Drury, be took the Circus, and christened 
it the Surrey, but on the reconstruction of D.L. 
he again joined that establishment and spoke 
the opening address, written by Byron. In 
1819 he became its lessee, till 1826, when he 
petititioned the Bankruptcy Court. He uext 
speculated on the Olympic, and again re- 
turned to the Surrey, when he acted an 
extraordinary round of charact ers until shortly 
before his death, which took place in 1831. 

There are some admirable recollections of 
of him written by that exquisitely genial 
author—Charles Lamb, One of the most 
amusing anecdotes attached to his name and 
Munden’s is when the latter was playing old 
Rapid in that neglected but capital comedy— 
‘© A Cure for the Heart-Ache,” and Elliston, 
who was almost always original, choee on this 
occasion to steal one of Munden’s pet jokes, 
viz., when he unfolded, one by one, the papers 
in which the steel buttons of the tailor’s coat 
were enwrapped, and deliberately admired 
their brilliancy, which was sure to bring down 
the applause of the groundlings. Elliston ap- 
propriated this trick, to Munden’s great dis- 
may, who actually wept at the robbery, and 
was so enraged with Robert that, had the 
latter not been hidden by the ladies in the 
green room, he would have inflicted summary 
vengeance on the delinquent. He forgave 
him afterwards on account of his splendid 
acting as Harry Dornton to Joe’s old Dornton 
in‘the “ Road tc Ruin,” which he declared to 
be finer than Holcroft’s or Lewis’s. 

As a first-rate and genteel comedy actor in 





his zenith, he bore the palm, although C, 
Kemble, at Covent Garden, "played the same 
characters. Elliston was considered the 
great guu in Charles as well as Joseph Surface, 
Duke Aranza, Benedict, Coln, Feignwell, 
Sheaver the Jew, in the “‘ Three Singles,” and 
a host of other characters which are now lost 
to the stage. He was an actor, and we are 
fearful shall never look upon his like again. 


-_— 


JOTTINGS FROM SHAKSPEARE. 
M. RocueErort and the Emperor :— 
His liberty is full of threats to all; 
It will be laid to us, whose providence 
Should have kept short, restrained, and out of 
haunt, 
This mad young man.—Hamlet. 


Amateur acting :— 
Then the bold and coward, 
The wise and fool, the artist and unread, 
The hard and soft, seem all affin’d and kin.”’— 
Tro. § Cress. 
When good-will isshow’d, though ’t come too 
short, 
The actor may plead pardon.— Ant. § Cleop. 
Like a dull actor now 
I have forgot my part, and I am out, 
Even to a full disgrace. —Coriolanus. 
This fellow doth not stand upon points. 
His speech was like a tangled chain ; nothing 
Impaired, but all disordered.— Mids. N. D. 
Art not without ambition. — Macbeth. 
You know the ‘ Rendezvous ’! —Hamlet. 


The punishment for wife-beaters :— 
You shall have your full time of imprisonment, 
and your deliverance with an unpitied whipping.— 
M. for M. 
You would answer very well to a whipping if you 
were but bound to ’t.—Ad/’s Well. 
The monster Traupmann :— . 
There is no more mercy in him than there is milk 
in a male tiger.— Coriolanus. 
The most arch deed of piteous massacre 
That ever yet this land was guilty of. 
Think how thou stabbs’t me in my prime of youth. 
—Rich. III. 
Unfit to live or die ; O, gravel heart ! 
O creature unprepar’d, unmeet for death. 
Persuade this rude wretch willingly to die.— 
M. for M. 
Let my trial be mine own confession ; 
Immediate sentence then, and sequent death.— 
M. for M. 
There let the great axe fall.— Hamlet. 


Garibaldi in Caprera :— 
O, you have lived in desolation here, 
Unseen, unvisited,much to our shame.-Love’sL.L. 


Christine Nilsson’s mad scene as Ophelia: — 
A showing of a heavenly effect in an earthly actor. 
—All’s Weill. 
The ex-queen Isabella :— 
But that thy face is 
Made impudent with use ot evil deeds, 
I would essay, proud queen, to make thee blush. 
Tis virtue that makes women most admir’d, 
The contrary doth make thee wonder’d at ; 
*Tis government that makes them seem divine, 
The contrary doth make thee wonder’d at. 
—Henry V1. p. 2. 
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The explosion near Peterhead :— 
The engineer hoist with his own petard. 
_ The liquefaction of the blood of St. Janna- 
rlus :— 
They say miracles are past.—A/l’s Weil. 


The pavement during the London fog or 
frozen rain :— 


Certain falling, or so slippery that 
The fear’s as bad as falling.—Cymbeline. 


The American minister :— 
Motiey’s the only wear.—As you Like it. 


Policemen on a wet D ecember night :— 


Thus are poor servitors 
(When others sleep upon their quiet beds) 
Constrain’d to watch in darkness, rain, and cold. 
—Henry VIp.1. 
Columbia Market and model lodging- 
houses :— 


Empty lodgings and unfinished walls, 
Unpeopled offices, untrodden stones.—Rich. IT. 
ips aries 


REGISTERED AMATEUR CLUBS. 
EAUFOY Amateur Dramatic Club meets, during 
the Season, twice a week at the FLercr, Queen 
Street, Cheapside, E. C. All communications to be 
addressed to the General Manager and Treasurer 
OSCAR LOUIS MOORE, 16, Wine Office Court, 
Fleet Street, E.C. 


to Comedy Company meet every Tues- 
day and Thursday evenings at the Club-room, 27, 
Museum-street, Oxford-street. President and Treasurer, 
Mr A. W. Donaldson: Acting and Stage Manager, Mr 
W.S. B. Gitsham; Hon. Sec. Mr C. J. Braithwaite, to 
whom all applications are to be made. 


ITY MUSICAL and DRAMATIC SOCIETY meet 

every Wednesday evening from 8 till 10, for re- 

hearsals, &c., at Albion Hall, London Wall, City. 
Manager, Mr Wenborn ; Hon. Sec., Mr H. Bacon. 


CCENTRIC Dramatic Club.—Meetings every Tues- 

day and Friday at 7, at the Thatched House, Red 

om Holborn, WC. R.S. Mordaunt Vaughan, 
on. Sec. 


MPIRE DRAMATIC CLUB.—Every Wednesday 

evening, at 8.30., at the Plough Tavern, Museum 

Street, Bloomsbury. Stage Manager, MrT. E, Norman; 
Acting Manager, Mr Geo. Beaumont. 


| eo Dramatic Club, (estab, 1860,) director Mr F. 
C. Withers. Tuesday evening at the York Hotel, 

High-st., Islington. Secretary, Mr F. T. Cooke, 

Address to B. W. 11, Charles Place, Hertford-road 

sy —g Treasurer, Mr A. Santon. Manager, Mr 
. Hicks. 


ITZROY Dramatic Club meets every Monday even- 
ing at the Club-room, 1, Fitzroy-street, Fitzroy- 
square. All applications respecting the admission of 
new members to be addressed to the Secretary, Mr 
Thomas Gray, 


Kee Dramatic Company.—All applications res- 

ecting Performances to be addressed to Mr Win. A. 
Stanley, Manager,260, Essex-road, (8,Annett’s-crescent,) 
Islington, N. Wednesday evening. 


RION Dramatic Club.—W. Seear, Treasurer, 372, 
Kingsland-road; F. Carr, Acting Manager ; Bolton 
Medlicott, Stage Manager. Applications, with references, 
to be made to F, Small, jun., Secretary, 6, Albert-road, 
Dalston. 
OYALTY DRAMATIC CLUB—meets every 
Thursday evening at 8 at the CLUB-RooM, la, 
Arbour-square, Stepney. Manager, Mr J. W. RED- 
HEAD; Treasurer, Mr J. WHITE; Secretary, Mr A. 
G. STODDART, 21, Arbour-street East, Commercial- 


» E. 








o———- ARIAN Dramatic Club meets on Thursday 
KS __ evening, at the Spread Eagle, Charles-street, 
Middlesex Hospital, at 9 o’clock. Manager, Mr J 
S. Pike; Treasurer, Mr T. Osborne. All communica- 
tions to be addressed to the Sec. Mr Sam Thomas, 


HETIS DRAMATIC CLUB, Chelsea.—Meetings 
twice a week. Performances given in aid of chari- 
table institutions. For particulars as to performances, 
or for admission to this select Club apply to the Manager, 
mg med Woods, Esa., 37, Markham-square,Chelsea, 
S.W. 


MPRAFALGAR AMATEUR Dramatic and Musical 

Society—meets every Wednesday and Friday even- 
ing. Acting-manager, Mr J. B. Everall; Stage-manager, 
Mr C, Chapman. Apply to the Secretary, Mr C, 
oe 21, Great Queen-street, Lincoln’s Inn Fields, 


ICTORIA AMATEUR CLUB (Established 1866.)—- 
This club is formed with a view of giving 
periodical entertainments for the mutual benefit of the 
members and other friends ; the former being at the en- 
tire expense attending the getting up of the same, and 
the ladies being exempt from all pecuniary liability. 
Henry WALKER, Acting Manager, 21, Westbourne- 
road, Arundel-square, N, 





Hottoway’s Pitis.—Wrongs made right. 
—Every day that any bodily suffering is per- 
mitted to continue renders it more certain to 
become chronic or dangerous. Holloway’s 
purifying, cooling, and strengthening pills are 
well adapted for any irregularity of the human 
body, and should be taken when the stomach 
is disordered, the liver deranged, the kidneys 
inactive, the bowels torpid, or the brain 
muddled. With this medicine every invalid 
can cure himself, and those who are weak and 
infirm through imperfect indigestion may make 
themselves stout and strong by Holloway’s 
celebrated pills. When the system is out of 
order and an unusual depression weighs 
down the spirits, a few timely doses of this 
medicine will dispel the threatening illness and 
spare suffering. 





The seven champions in the forthcoming pan- 
tomime at the Standard will be presented by 
Miss St. Maine (Evgland), Mrs Brian (Ireland), 
Miss Leslie (Scotland), Miss Leng (Wales), Miss 
Herberte (France), Miss Stanley (Spain), and 
Miss Dashwood (Italy). Mr Wallace has been 
engaged for the other principal character. 

Mr John Douglass, the lessee of the Standard 
Theatre, announces his annual benefit for to-day, 
when Madame Rudersdorff, assisted by Miss 
Leslie, will appear in the principal characters in 
in the opera of “ Trovatore.” No manager is 
more worthy of recogition for his endeavours to 
elevate the taste of the public than the lessee of 
the Standard, whose engagements during the year 
have consisted of nearly all the principal actors 
in London. We are sure the theatre will be 
crowded. 

Another lady violinist has appeared. Madlle. 
Charlotte Dekner, a Hungarian, has recently 
arrived in Paris, where she has been engaged by 
M. Pasdeloup to play at his concerts. 

Amalia, the little serio-comique and dansuese, 
will appear in the Surrey pantomime in a new 
eutertainment, written for her by Frank Green, 
Esq., entitled “ Prince Pretty-pet about Town.” 
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NATIONAL ASSEMBLY ROOMS, 
218, HIGH HOLBORN, 


\ ion brilliant and favourite BALL ROOM is OPEN every evening. The greatest regard is paid to ensure al 
comfort and enjoyment of visitors. 4 
N.B.—The Wines and Refreshments are of the Choicest Quality. 
Doors open at Half-past Eight; Close at Twelve o’clock. 
Admission throughout the establishment 1s. | 
Musical Director, Mr W. M. PACKER, R.A.M. 








SADLER’'S WELLS THEATRE. 
Sole Lessee, Mr ROBERT EDGAR, 


n Boxing-day, Monday, December 27th, will be produced, on a scale of magnificence hitherto unsurpasst 
a great local Christmas Pantomime, entitled, 
YE FAIRE MAIDE OF MERRIE ISLINGTON; OR, HARLEQUIN YE CRUEL PRIOR 
OF CANONBURY AND THE CHIVALROUS KNIGHTS OF ST. JOHN. 

wriften by F. G. Cheetham, Esq. Gowrie’s scenery. The splendid costly dresses by Mr Coombes and Mrs Cav 
machinery by C. Hoare and Oates; properties by Mr Hasset. The whole produced under the immediate directi 
of Mr Robert Edgar, Ye Cruel Prior of Cannonbury, Mr F. W. Ford; Baron de Bagnigge Wells, Mr Richa 
Edgar; Barleymow, Mr Howard ; Penton de Ville, Miss Lilly Lonsdale ; Lord Mayor, Mr Byrne; Fun, Miss Li! 
Baldwin; Jollity, Miss Ada Vining; Mirth, Miss Attie. the Grand Master of St. John, Miss Florence Geral) 
Spirit of Grimaldi, Mrs Lacy; Iseldon, Miss'Julia Summers; Fairy Queen, Miss Sutherland; Monitor, Miss An 
Cheetham, The pantomime will be preceded by a drama. 








Drur 
. author of 

2 Ss CR z CABINET THEATRE, KING’S CROSS, 
4 ae -ON vine MS Soll oye Licensed by the Lord Chamberlain, twenty 81 
FREDERICK HINSON has been added to the Cham- AVING undergone some improvement may be s trated Pi 
ber of Horrors. by first-class Amateur Clubs, Pupils instruct | of « Boa, 


Fat ° ais se and brought out. 

PP cca at soinan diana: Pm = Pog ~ Elocutionary lessons by a graduate of Jesus’ Colles Mother 
und from 7 p.m.till ten p.m rae “? | Cambridge. ‘Various pieces in pgeestion. y Engag Beverley, 
io: Sha’ ips 2 S4 4s ments negotiated when competent, without the impositi 
en Sey sap oh Baler-ateent Siatien Se so frequently practised on the Tyro, Apply at the offi ample op 








rTADAME TUSSAUDS EXHIBITION. — A personally, 7, Euston-road, facing the station, after oriental i 
PORTRAIT MODEL of TROPPMAN has been | °°10c P-™- - tion pres 
added to the Chamber of Horrors. THE STAGE. P asthe cu 
Admission 1s ‘ Chamber of Horrors, 6d extra, Open R Wm. A. STANLEY, Professor of Elocution | brought t 
from 11 a.m. till 5 p.m., and from 7 p.m. till 10 p.m. English, French, German, etc., has vacancies fi a 











- —— | Pupils (Ladies and Gentlemen) who will be thorough] and as th 

ANTED—A few Ladies and Gentlemen te join a | instructed and brought out. Constant Stage Practic | improvem 

W Dramatic Society now forming. Terms very | guaranteed. 8, Annett’s Crescent, Essex-roa | most con: 
moderate. For particulars apply to the secretary, Mr | Islington, N. 

Wa. BARBER, 105, Fubuculb- cena, New Kent-rd.,S YOMPETENT Amateurs (Ladies and Gentlemei 





arapid c 
= acnanrenreed SOR RBEG RRS CoE: a ea mEEP required to appear at a first class West End Theat ]@ Treminis 
OYAL HIGHBURY BARN GARDENS, and | and oo lenkie Houses during JANUARY ai{*! Paradis: 
ALEXANDRA THEATRE, Islington.—Sole | pPRRRUARY next in HAMLET, ROMEO AN elled Pet 
Proprietor, Mr GIOVANNELLI. JULIET, KING LEAR, MUCH ADO ABOU ]Pel 
NOTICE: On Boxing-night, a new, grand, and( NOTHING, KATHERINE AND PETRUCHI( until she « 
original burlesque, entitled TIMOUR the TARTAR;|gyp STOOPS TO CONQUER, THE MAN QO singularly 
or, The SWELL BELLE OF THE PERIOD.| ;HE WORLD, A BOLD STROKE FOR A WIFI} G5), 
Magnificent transformation scene, Gorgeous dresses by | wRERNER, RICHELIEU,THE MARBLE HEAR’ sehme 
8. May, of Bow Street. _ | AURORA FLOYD, LADY AUDLEY’S SECRE'|Stanley), 
Special Notice: Great reduction in price, admission] WRMOIRS OF THE DEVIL, FIRST NIGH 'Ithe servic 
to all the entertainments, 6d.; balcony, 1s. ; stalls, 1s. 6d. | TWO POLTS, ROLAND FOR AN OLIVER, tw with hi 
Open on Sunday for promenade by refreshment ticket. | Burlesques, ete. Apply as above advertisement b » ae 








Acting-manager, Mr Vivian. Musical director, Mr | jotter or personally, on Wednesday evenings. si Beauty (. 
B. Isaacson. A(R J. OWEN has the following _ open, will(Miss Hi: 
Amateur Theatricals, Concerts, and Readings. prices attached :—CORSICA ee Fatima (3 


TAU Martelli, 5s.; Montgrion, 5s.; PARIS AND BAC P 
ISS ELLA STAUNTON can acoptengasoments | POie gh, "Spike, Pounce, 4. Performance fVAneersi o 
terms, apply, 2. St Mark’s Grove, Fulham-road, West | J9n- 6th, 1870. Apply at once, THe BrarranniA, 1d57/Lhe merc 
pst YEW. 2 7 City-road. Rehearsals every Wednesday, 8.30. (Mr Fawd 
DL: TALES OL, Chalk Farm Road, howd, S° § 
Rejoice, ye Children of the Thespian Ant. LENHEIM HALL, 61, a arm Road, hoki oft in a f 

AMUEL MAY, Theatrical Tailor, 35, Bow- B 450 to 500, newly-decorated and fitted bag head 
street, Covent Garden, will be glad to treat with] Drop and Scenery. To be LET for Amateur Pe icounter 
Ladies and Gentlemen engaged in amateur perform-|mances. Terms on application to Miss HERBERT, |hnd finally 
ances for the sale or hire of Stage Costume. 4 | above. Mr F. Vi 


large assortment of every necessary for the same, . . : 
Wardrobes made to order. Persons about to follow ey Saye Pome mg og Fhe is flower 
the profession will do well to give Mr. Mayan order] prow.” , he hospit 
for an outfit; costume, elegance, economy, and punc- } To be had, by order, in any of the Provincial Towns. highted tr: 
tuality all studied. All communications for the Editor to be forwarded tot t 
Mind the address, Samuel May, 35, Dow-street. Printer, 335a, Strand, W.C., (opposite Yomerset House fO return 














